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~acKcrouna 

ne ouroose n• :~15 :~soect1:n was :: cocurnent 2na ver1f·; :ne 

::moiiance status of PP&L :cmoany w1tn federal r::A reguiat1ons concern1ng 

:~e nanaling, ::crage ana disoasal of PCB items (PCB Rule 40 CFR, ?art 761). 

~he rac1lity was selected for 1nspect1on to ver1fy tneir °C8 Soill C1eanup 

in tne South Akron Substation, Akron, ?A. 

Ooen1no Conference 

ihe EPA representatives met with Mr. Robert Cook at the Lancaster 

JP&L office on June 11, 1987 at approximately 0800, ~or the purpose of 

3amoiing tne Soutn Akron Substat1on. ~he EPA reoresentat1ves nad presented 

:heir :~eaent1als to Mr. Cook, ~no had signea the TSCA Notice of Inspection 

and the TSCA Inspection Confidentiality Notice on June 10, 1987. The 

EPA representatives had also explained the random soil sampling and 

the nexagonal gr1d pattern they would use for the purpose of selecting 

sampling paints fer the sampling of the spill area, which would take 

place on June 11, 1987 in the morning. 

Jescr~~tion 

On January 13, 1984, ?P&L reported a large nigh voltage (200 KVAR) 

capac1tor leak. ~~e capacitor was located in the bank of similar capacitors 

in the South Akron, limited access substation. :1r. Cook also informed the 

EPA representatives that two other PCB spills have occurred at the South 

Akron substation since the spill that was being samoled for today. 

ihe capacitor leak was estimated to be 2.5 gallons of PCB liquid. 

PP&L used standard clean-uo procedures, i.e., removal and disposal of PCB-

contaminated material as the situation demanded. :ontaminated gravel was 

removed and the caoacitor bank frame was cleaned with trichloroethane. 



=~&L ::anaara ~roceaure calls ~c~ 

:~ean-uo :Joe camoietea w1tn1n 2~ hours after c~scovery of t~e so1ll, ~eatner 

:erm1tt~ng. ~emovea mater1als are olacea jn approvea drums for dlsposal. 

-he arums are placea in storage 1~ Lancaster or Hazleton, ?A. 

Jhvs1cal Insoection Samolina 

In accordance with the guidelines set by Section IV of Verification 

of PCB Spill Cleanup by Samoling and Analysis, the EPA representatives staked 

out a 19 po1nt hexagonal sampling grid for the 9.5' x 12.7' clean-up area. 

;his result2d in 19 soil samples. ;he soil samples were collected below 

:~e gravel layer at a depth of about 5" - 6" below tne existing grouna 

surface over raugnly 4" square area. Each sample was collected with 

individual throw away plastic scoops to prevent cross contamination. 

Inspection documents for Receipt for Samples and documents and declaration 

of Confidential Business Information were completed and signed at the end 

of the sampling. All samples were placed in one quart glass mason jars 

and kept iced until delivery to the Central Regional Laboratory where 

:hey were kept refrigerated until the analyses. 

A sketcn and photographs of the sampling locations are included with 

this report. 

Analvsis 

Accoraing to the PCB sample analysis, there were PCBs noted in all 

samples collected at the South Akron, PA capacitor banks, but it is not 

known if it is from the 1984 sp1ll. A copy of the test results is 

included with this report. 



UNITEO STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION Ill 

DATE July 17. 1987 

CE:NTRAl REGIONAL. LASORATORY 
83811ESTGAT£ ROAD 

ANNAPOLIS. MAAYLANO 21401 

SUBJECT: ?CB Analysis of PP&L Samples. 7SCA 
~612-04-22, (6/16/87-7/9/87) 

FROM Rosemary Kayser 
Chemist 

ro Rick Oreiscn 
Acting Chief, Annapolis Laboratory 

-HRU John Austin j" 
Team Leader Organ1c Analysis Section 

7he samoles were analyzed for the presence of PCB's. 

Samole Oescriotion: Results 
Aroclor 1015 

Samole No. Descriotion opm 

870612-04 PP&L, S. AcJcron, Pa., A-1 284 
-05 PP&L, S. AcJcron, Pa., A-2 7166 
-06 PP&L, S. AcJcron, Pa., A-3 4654 
-07 PP&L, S. AcJcron, Pa., 8-1 256 
-08 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., 8-2 1225 
-09 PP&L, S. Aclcron, Pa., 3-3 150 
-10 PP&L, S. Aclcron, Pa., 3-4 53870 
-11 PP&L, S. Aclcron, ?a., C-1 198 
-12 PP&L, c: Aclcron, Pa., C-2 18 .... 
-13 PP&L, c: Aclcron, Pa., C-3 165 .... 
-14 PP&l, c: Aclcron, Pa., C-4 354 .... 
-15 PP&l, c: Ackron, Pa., C-5 7000 -'• 

-16 PP&L, S. Aclcron, Pa., 0-1 10 
-17 PP&L, S. Aclcron, Pa., 0-2 so 
-18 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., D-3 7800 
-19 PP&L, S. Aclcron, Pa., D-4 9558 
-20 PP&L, S. Aclcron, Pa., E-1 4972 
-21 PP&L, S. Aclcron, Pa., E-2 23324 
-22 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., E-3 675 

Aroclar 1254 SpiKe 90% Recovery 

RK:eeo 

cc: ::Jeggy Zawodnyf) 
QCO 

301·22•·27"" 
FTS-122·3752 
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:~~n~v1vanta P~w@r 1~a ~:~nt 

.-\.kron. ?A 

::?A insnec:tor ::nducced i::snec:tion at ?P-'-t ~ron suostat1on t:: 'liH'if~r 

~! cleanun level acnievea f"om c:anac1tor so1ll ~n 1984. =~snec:tor du~ 
., .. •1nderneatn c:"..lshed stone co take saamies. :-:igh leveis ot ?C'S contamnat1on 
·o~ere f:und. 

:?A sent letter t:o facilit7 encloain~ samale results and PC! 5oill :leanup 
?olicv. ?ac:ilit7 contacts EPA to arran~e meeting. 

Summarv r,f ~eet1ns:r of October 2 !, ~987 

?~t reoresentatives claim chat ?C! contamination at site is actually 
historic. 

~he• !tated c~at t:~e standard oroc:edure bacK in the '70's for dama~ed 
::aoac:1to:-~ t:hat had an 1nterual preaaure 1nc:reaae vaa to ounct:ure the 
::anacit:- md allov the PCBa to flov onto the ground, so chat t:!":e cal)ac1tor 
could ': .fely tranalJorud. c.a~acu:ora generally contain leu than 10 
gallons. ~dare cure PC!a. :his practice c:oat1nueci thou~nout :uch of the 
'70's. ner eventually found out that presauri:ed C:al)aC1tors could be 
safelv t~tnSI)Orted aa is.) 

This par· cular subatacton had a higher-than-average failure rate of 8%. 

After t: .. 
it occur 
it wtt:h 

:=-acili t7 
.1hsenc:e 
:JA wt t:h 

PP+L is 
is orob~ 

?C! Rule becama effective in '78, PP+t cleaned each spill as 
d. ~y removtng rou~hly 6 inches of crushed stone and reolac1n~ 

~an material. 

?~resent:atives stated that :~ey are fairlv certain, =ven i~ che 
:efin1tive test1n~, chat t:hev nave at leaat 40 to ~s sites 1n 

3 contamination similiar to the cont:am1nat1on ac Akron. 

-~eaale to clean this site. chey wanted us to be aware c~at it: 
che -til) of the iceberg~. 

?oss1ble .-.:ion 

Get them co clean up sites as we find out about them. 

Send subooena to PP+L, aad other ma;or utilities to find ouc extent 
f 1 t i i d d 1 '! .'::ienct.~·.' o pract ce o punctur ng equ oment, aa contaminate s tes. , .e., 

other locations.) 

Refer case(s) to Superfund for actions similiar to Texas Eastern resoonse. 

Refer to EPA RO for direction and risk assessment, since chis could be 
national oroblem. 

Jo nothing. 
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?ENNSYL7~NIA ?OWER ~~D L::HT 
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:jent:~y t~e i:cat1ons, ::~e 9er1od 
~tc. :or eacn otl-Eilled capac1tor. 
:tnalyses. 

c: :.:se, ·:Jlur:te, ~·:S c::ntent:, 
:nclude any r2levant 

:dent:~y each known occurence that a capac1tor ~as punctured 
:o release pressure, if it was a PCB capacitor, and descr:=e 
~leanup measures taken. 

-· List :~formation relating to any sample taken at any 
~ocat:on for PCB analysis and enclose results. 




